Ellen M. Henriksen 
December 23, 1915-May 21, 2002 


) Ellen Henriksen went to be with her beloved 


en 


George on May 21st, 2002. It is easy to imag- . 
ine how delighted Grandpa and Aunt Hazel 
would be to have her with them once again. 


The phrase “behind every great man is a | 
- woman” was never more true than for El 
- and George. In a family overflowing with 
, recognition, accolades, and community ac- 
tivism there was little, if any acknowledge- 
ment of Grandma. She'wouldn’t have had it 
any other way. Her greatest delight was in giv- 
ing all the support, encouragement, and care 
“ needed to convince each member of her fam- 


was truly fascinated by this amazing world we live in. From the migration habits of birds, 
to how black holes are formed, to the history of the ancient Incan civilization, Grandma 
absorbed books and information. 


She also had a lifelong fondness for children and dogs. If there was a baby in the house, 
that is where you would find Grandma. 


If there is a glue that can keep a family together, for us it was Grandma. She gave us an 
upbringing of amazing family traditions and high expectations. Her family also knew that 
no matter what title they got, it made no difference if it was Grandma’s “turn to talk.” 


I was surprised to learn.when I was in high school that not everybody had Grandmas like 
mine. If everyone was raised with marvelous home cooked meals every night they shared 
with their family, and lessons taught by example on the importance of giving to others, 
what a better'world this would be. 


Our family has not just lost a mother, grandmother, and great-grandmother we dearly 
loved, we have also lost the last half of a couple that taught us the meaning of commit- 
ment. We may be able to make mashed potatoes and all the other dishes that became 
classics, but it will never be the same without her. We will continue to support each other, 
and try to leave the world a little better for our having been here. 
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